


Contents

A Word from the Ambassador of Serbia, HE Ms Neda Maletic .............................................. 3
Biljana Novakovic ................................................................................................................... 4
Boris Dutina ............................................................................................................................ 6
Dragan Mladenovic ................................................................................................................. 8
Dragisa Pavlovic ................................................................................................................... 10
Jelenko Butina ...................................................................................................................... 12
Mimi Jaksic-Berger ............................................................................................................... 14
Mico Stupar .......................................................................................................................... 16
Rados Stevanovic ................................................................................................................. 18
Sava Manojlovic ................................................................................................................... 20
Toma Kobilarov ..................................................................................................................... 22
Vesna Zilenkov ..................................................................................................................... 24
A Word from Professor Slobodanka Vladiv-Glover, Monash University ............................... 26
About High Court .................................................................................................................. 27



A Word from the Ambassador of Serbia, 
HE Ms Neda Maletic

On behalf of the Embassy of the Republic of Serbia, I welcome you to this first ever exhibition of Serbian 
artists in Canberra. 

We are proud to present the work of these talented painters and sculptors, and to provide an opportunity 
for the Australian public to find out more about Serbian culture and its art scene. 

Serbia is the birthplace of many gifted and renowned artists, musicians, film-makers and composers. 
However, very few of them are known to Australian audiences. The spatial distance between our two 
countries has to a great extent limited the knowledge we have of each other. We hope this exhibition will 
go some way towards suspending this limitation. 

The Serbian artists on display in “Trace in Space” are newcomers to the Australian cultural space. With only one or two exceptions, 
they all started to call Australia home in the mid 1990s or early 2000s. Not all of them had an artistic background. Remarkably, it was 
in this new space, in this new land, that their artistic potential developed and came to expression. 

Coming from different parts of former Yugoslavia, all of them now reside in Sydney, where they work and exhibit. Some of their works 
were shown in other Australian cities, as well as internationally, either individually or through group exhibitions. They have exhibited 
together in 2007 and 2009 in Sydney, and in 2008 in Melbourne.
 
It is often said that art transcends boundaries. This is certainly true of the works exhibited in “Trace in Space”. The viewer is drawn 
into the world of universal human themes. Whether abstract or realistic, whether depicting recognizable Australian landmarks or 
displaying elements of Serbian heritage and tradition, the pieces shown are mature works of art, with sophisticated and rich palettes, 
executed in diverse techniques and styles.

While enriching the multicultural milieu of Canberra, this exhibition, the first of its kind in the capital of Australia, will also serve to 
highlight the fact that Australia is home to a thriving, well integrated Serbian community, which has nevertheless preserved its ethnic 
cultural identity well into the third generation.

This exhibition should leave no doubt that Serbs in Australia are a valuable national asset and are making a positive contribution to 
culture in the multicultural society of their new homeland. 

We are grateful to the management of the High Court of Australia for the opportunity to display this exhibition on their premises, for 
the benefit of citizens of Canberra and the Australian public at large.
 
We are also grateful to our sponsors for making this endeavor possible. 
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Biljana Novakovic

Born in 1955 in 
Pozega, 
Serbia.
Studied in 
Belgrade. 
Graduated with 
a Bachelor of 
Electronics 
Engineering in 1979.

After working in computer industry as a 
software engineer for 20 years, Biljana 
undertook art studies, and graduated with 
Diploma and Advance Diploma of Ceramics 
Artist at TAFE, Sydney.

Biljana has exhibited internationally, 
including solo and group exhibitions 
in Serbia, France and Australia. 

Twice awarded Ceramics Industry 
Award for Excellence. 
Her work was published in The
Journal of Australian Ceramics. 
Lives and works in Sydney.

E-mail: biljanaladj@yahoo.com

WHO AM I AND IF SO HOW MANY?(III)
StoneWare Paper Clay, Terra Sigillata,1200C.30x30X40cm, 2009

WHO AM I AND IF SO HOW MANY?(II)
StoneWare Paper Clay, Terra Sigillata,1200C.40x30x60cm, 2009
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WHO AM I AND IF SO HOW MANY?(I)
StoneWare Paper Clay, Terra Sigillata,1200C.70 x 50 x 40cm, 2009
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Boris Dutina

Born in September 
1952 in Zemun, 
Serbia.
Lived in Novi Sad 
since 1956 where he 
studied Drama and 
acting, and later on 
also Tourism and 
Hospitality.

Migrated to Australia in 1981 and began working 
in the building industry as a contractor. 

While living in Australia, Boris has devoted more 
time to his long standing but somewhat neglected
relationship with art. He completed a full time 2 
years Art course at TAFE College, Liverpool, 
obtaining an Arts diploma.

His work was displayed in 4 group exhibitions: 
Sydney – 1987, Perth – 1990, 
Sydney – 1998, Sydney 2002 and 
1 Solo Exhibition in Sydney 2004

E-mail: brankadutina@optushome.com.au

JOURNEY, acrylic on canvas, 50 x 30 cm

BUSH FIRE, acrylic on canvas,  40 x 50 cm
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BETRAYED REVOLUTION, acrylic on canvas, 61 x 47 cm

RUSSIAN WINDOW, acrylic on canvas, 75 x 37 cm HOUSE ON THE RIVER, acrylic on plate, 30 x 25 cm

COSMOS 2007, acrylic on canvas,45 x 35 cm
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Dragan Mladenovic

Born in Leskovac,
Serbia on 15 February
1965.
Completed Secondary
Art School in Nis,
Department of Fine
Arts. Qualified as a
“Fine Arts Technician,
Product Design”
Master of Sculpture 

gained in 1992. at University of Applied Arts & 
Design in Belgrade, Serbia, in class of professor 
Vojislav Vujic.

Group exhibitions: 

• 1989. Gallery JNA – Belgrade, Serbia
• 1991. Gallery 73 - Belgrade, Serbia
• 1992. Belgium, Holland (various galleries)
• 1994. October Art Gallery – Serbia
• 1995. May Art Gallery – Serbia
• 2002. Leonardo Gallery - Sydney
• 2003. Leonardo Gallery - Sydney
• 2007. Global gallery – Sydney
• 2009. ABC Gallery - Melbourne

Solo exhibitions:

• 1990 - Gallery Pinki - Serbia
• 1992 - National Library of Serbia Gallery - 

Serbia
• 1993 - Yugoslav Art Gallery - Serbia
• 1994 - Young Cultural Home - Serbia
• 1996 - Gallery Leonardo – Sydney

E-mail: dmladenovic@hotmail.com

ATHENS & THREE RUNNER-UPS, polyester & metal finish, 98 x 67 cm
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ON THE BEACH, polyester resin, metal powder (copper) finish, 120 x 200 cm

CLAPPER, polyester, gold leafs, 102 x 78 cm
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Dragisa Pavlovic

Born in 1959 in
Urosevac, Kosovo and
Metohija, Republic of
Serbia.

Arrived in Australia in 
2002.

After a career as a 
professional military 

officer, in 1995 Dragisa started creating icons 
in wood. Even though traditional iconography is 
ordinarily associated with painting, rather than  
wood-carving techniques, Dragisa has developed 
his own unique style of producing and portraying 
icons in wood. 

The nature and beauty of wood as a medium has 
enabled him to bring out the special aura of the 
icons.

Themed after traditional iconography present 
in Serbian churches and monasteries - but with 
Dragisa’s own personal touch - these icons 
represent priceless spiritual, cultural and historical 
inheritance of the Serbian people. 
Dragisa has produced more than 40 icons, 
many of them now adorning the households of 
Serbian-Australians.

One of Dragisa’s icons was presented to His 
Holiness, late Partriarch Pavle, The Head of 
The Serbian Orthodox Church, on the visit His 
Holiness made to Australia in 2005.

E-mail: dp_kosmet@yahoo.com.au

MOTHER OF GOD WITH JESUS CHRIST 2003, 65 x 46  cm

MOTHER OF GOD WITH TREE HANDS 2003, 58 x 43 cm
10



SAINT GEORGE 2003,  45 x 35 cm

WHITE ANGEL 2004, 100 x 42 cm
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Born in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Education: Diploma in
Applied Arts Degree in
Fine Arts gained at the
University of Sarajevo,
Bosnia & Herzegovina
1980.

Jelenko was teaching Visual Arts in a High School 
for 11 years. 
At the same time he was very active as an artist, 
taking part in many art exhibitions in the country 
of his birth.

He has explored various art styles and 
techniques, mostly with abstract approach in 
which the shapes carry only a chance association 
with things encountered in daily life. His artistic 
style could be broadly recognized as abstract 
expressionism.

Lately, Jelenko is working and exhibiting with the 
group of Serbian artists in Australia.

E-mail: jelenko@hotmail.com

Jelenko Butina

TIDE 2001, oil on canvas 75 x 60 cm

ABSTRACT PAINTING I 1996, oil on canvas 101 x 91 cm
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ABSTRACT PAINTING II 1996, oil on canvas 83 x 101 cm ABSTRACT PAINTING III 2002, oil on canvas 40 x 50 cm
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MISS YOUNG 2010, oil on canvas, 86 x 86 cm

TROPHY 2010, oil on canvas, 85 x 60 cm

Mimi Jaksic-Berger

Born in Serbia.
Studied at Pec 
Art College from 
1951-1956. 
Graduated in 1956.
Arrived to Australia in 
1959. 
Paints in watercolours 
and oils.

Awarded over 154 art awards.
Held 32 solo exhibitions. 
Member of the AWI since 1968.

Represented in Ministry of the Arts, Sydney, Art
Gallery of NSW; Philips Collection, Washington;
National Gallery of Canberra; Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery, Hobart; Queensland Art Gallery;
Syracuse, Museum of Modern Art, New York; 
also in galleries in Muswellbrook, Cooma, 
Maitland, Lismore, Taree, Ryde, Sutherland, 
Marrickville, University of Sydney, Australian 
Trade Commission, London and New York; 
Museum of Modern Art in Skopje, Macedonia; 
Academy of Science, Belgrade, and private 
collections of Johnson & Johnson, New Jersey; 
ANZ Bank Head Offices in Melbourne and 
Sydney and many other prominent collections 
in Australia, USA, Canada, England and former 
Yugoslavia.

E-mail: folklorum01@optusnet.com.au
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HOLY FIRE 2010, oil on canvas, 155 x 155 cm
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Mico Stupar

Born in 1937 in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.
Lives in Sydney from 
1994.

Formal Education:
1968-72 Faculty of 
Political Science, 
University of Belgrade; 
1962-68 Faculty of 

Architecture, University of Belgrade;
1952-58 College of Applied Arts, Nis Serbia;
1948-52 Classical Lyceum and Conservatory of
Music, Belgrade 
Professional Experience: 1955-57 Scenery and 
Designer Artist in “Marionette Theatre”, Nis; 
1958-62 Teacher of Fine Arts, Sombor; 
1962-72 Freelance Graphic Artist and Student, 
Belgrade; 1972-94 Professional Diplomat and 
Freelance Artist; 1994-2011 Freelance Artist. 

Numerous Solo and Group Exhibitions in former
Yugoslavia, France and Australia;Promoter of
Art Association Sombor and Australian Artists of 
Serbian Background; Citizen of Honour of
The City of Ajacio, Corsica, France; Member of
IAA AIAO UNESCO ; Professional Membership
NAVA; Interests: Philosophy, Literature, Music,
Psychology and Sports. Last success; one of 20
Finalists in Competition “Signature Of Sydney”
(one 1000 Australian Artists Participants).

Main subject of his Artworks is Cosmic Energy
Mind, Movement and Colours.
Main Target, Art like therapeutic purpose - Art
Therapy.

E-mail: mstupar@bigpond.net.au

THE SEASIDE 2009, acrylic on canvas, 120 x 100 cm

DEVIL’S CITY 2011, acrylic on canvas, 127 x 90 cm
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COSMIC ENERGY MIND 2009, acrylic on canvas, 120 x 200 cm

THIS IS MINE 2011, acrylic on canvas, 120 x 200 cm
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Rados Stevanovic

Born in 1950, in 
Miokovci near Cacak, 
Serbia.
Rados has lived in
Sydney since 1997, 
where he created 
various public 
artworks, paintings, 
drawings, and 
etchings.

He was awarded Masters in Fine Art in 1979 and
Bachelor of Fine Art in 1976 under supervision of 
Prof. Radenko Misevic at the Academy of
Fine Art, University of Belgrade. 
He also completed a course at the Royal Kunst 
Academy of Fine Art, Oslo, Norway under 
supervision of Professor Inger Siter. His field 
studies in Italy, Austria, Hungary, Netherlands, 
Spain, Greece, Portugal, Czechoslovakia, 
Romania, Norway and lately Australia, France 
and England have further developed his 
academic training.

Rados has won numerous art awards. His works 
were displayed in solo and group exhibitions in 
Serbia, Italy, Norway and Australia. In Australia, 
he was selected as a finalist in the prestigious 
Dobell Drawing Prize Exhibition in 1999 and 
again in 2000.
In Blacktown, Sydney, he created the Blacktown
City Heritage Mural which is a poetic story of
Australia’s past, present and future.
In 2008, Rados had a solo exhibition in Global
Gallery in Paddington, Sydney, where he 
exhibited drawings, paintings and etchings 
created in previous 10 years in Australia.

E-mail: yelena59@hotmail.com

CANLEY VALE 2011, oil on canvas, 70 x 100 cm

COFFEE SHOP 2011, oil on canvas, 70 x 100 cm
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MORNING TEA 2011, oil on canvas 110 x 140 cm

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 2011, oil on canvas, 110 x 140 cm
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Sava Manojlovic

Born in Autumn of 
1959, in Dalmatia.
Moved to Sydney,
Australia in 1992.
1995 Diploma of Fine
Art-Painting

Solo Exhibitions:
2008 - Art Atrium; 
Belgrade; 2008 - 

GRAYDON Gallery; Brisbane; 2007 - “Ribbons” 
Gardner Galleries, Melbourne; “Creative 
Engagement” Global Gallery, Sydney; 2004 - 
“Heliconia” Gallery Port Douglas; 2002 - “ABC” 
Gallery Melbourne; 2000 - “Mondrian” Sydney; 
1998 - “Wizard Art” Gallery Sydney; 1991&1988 - 
Sarajevo 1986 - Belgrade; 1984 - Sarajevo

Selected Group Exhibitions:
2009 - TAP Gallery; Sydney; 2009 - ABC Gallery;
Melbourne; 2008 - New Moment Gallery;
Belgrade; 2008 - Art Atrium; Belgrade
2007 - “Formal Fallacies” Gaffa Gallery, Sydney
1999 - “Wizard Art Gallery” Sydney; 1995 -
“Ryde Civic Hall” Sydney; 1994 - “RAS Gallery “
Newtown; 1994 - “ASAS Exhibition” Strathfield
1993 - “Festival of Arts” Fairfield; 1993 - “Arts 
alive Exhibition” Fairfield; 1992 - “Friends
Art Exhibition” Campbelltown. 
Various group exhibitions throughout Europe 
between 1984 and 2002.

Sava is also a successful interior designer, mural 
artist and art decorator.Sava is a Member of
National Association for the Visual Art since 2000.

E-mail: sava@netspace.net.au

ISLAND 1, oil on canvas, 145 x 145 cm 
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ISLAND 2, oil on canvas, 145 x 145 cm
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Toma Kobilarov

Toma Kobilarov 
was born in 1958 in 
Zmajevo, Serbia.

He grew up in 
Vojvodina 
countryside, where 
his love for the land 
inspired him to paint 
stories related to local 

people and landscapes.
All his paintings are oil based with a ‘brush on’ 
technique.

Trained at the Polytechnic College in Novi 
Sad, Serbia, with main profession a First Class 
Machinist, Toma has been drawing and sketching 
in pencil for as long as he can remember. 

After arriving to Australia he took up oil painting 
as well as modelling in wood.

E-mail: digidot@optusnet.com.au

CORN BASKET, oil on canvas, 101 x 101 cm

NATURALE TREES, oil on canvas, 70 x 65 cm
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NIGHTLY ROUTINE, oil on canvas, 101 x 101 cm
FISHERMAN, oil on canvas, 101 x 71 cm
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Vesna Zilenkov

Vesna was born in
Paracin, Serbia.

After completing her 
training at The School 
for Applied Arts, she  
graduated at the
Academy of Fine Arts 
in Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

From 1978 to 1992 she worked as a textile 
designer and a lecturer for Textile Design at 
The School for Applied Arts in Sarajevo. From 
1993-1996 she worked as a fashion designer in 
The Wool Factory Belgrade, Serbia.

Her wide theoretical knowledge and 
understanding of art was further enhanced by 
study travels to Italy, France, England and Egypt.

Vesna’s main vocation is painting. The major 
theme in her paintings are landscapes which 
are creations of memories and dreams, rather 
than real landscapes – something you look 
through rather than look at. There is also a 
constant search for beauty and a certain nostalgic 
wondering in this search – because beauty 
seems to escape or hide from human eyes. It 
is hard to capture it in any medium, whether in 
painting, music, or written word.
Vesna’s landscapes are filled with birds and trees 
and only occasional human beings, almost exiled 
from her paintings and barely recognizable even 
when present. 
Vesna participated in numerous exhibitions in 
former Yugoslavia and Australia.

E-mail: lara81@ihug.com.au

EMBRACE, 2011, acrylic on canvas, 120 x 90 cm
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STORM 2009, acrylic on canvas, 100 x 120 cm

PARADISE TREE, acrylic on cardboard, 42 x 52 cmRED BIRDS, acrylic on cardboard, 42 x 52 cm

AWAKENING 2009, acrylic on canvas, 100 x 150 cm
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Art is an index of universal human values. The artists collected in this exhibition bear witness to that. At 
the same time, they occupy a concrete geographic and historical space, which shapes the experiences 
they transform into art. If the artists are migratory and occupy several spaces, this too becomes part of 
their trace – the imprint they make in artistic form, through technique and device, method and selection of 
material.
  
Memory plays a major part in the construction of the individual vision of Biljana Novakovic. Her sculptured 
assemblies - not quite installations - represent memory through grotesquely reduced figures with frozen 
expressions, displaced by time and death. By contrast, Boris Dutina’s landscapes are radically expressive, 
painted in bursting colours against equally mesmerising background, but playing with a hidden content: 
as if the spectator is spying on these colourful scenes through a canopy of trees that envelops them. The concrete appearance of 
the still life of Toma Kobilarov resonates with saturated colours and sun-drenched landscape of his homeland, echoing the themes of 
Serbian naïve painters but giving them a new postmodern inflection. The abstract art of Jelenko Butina with its juxtaposition of light 
and dark invokes streaking, rapid movement of a dehumanised industrial landscape which enmeshes the modern individual. Rados 
Stevanovic’s ordinary scenes are transformed into something abnormal, grotesque, with more than a hint at a perverse unappealing 
sexuality, barely buried beneath the surface of gourmet pleasures and daily comforts. Mimi Jaksic Berger’s crystalline formations 
reflect the world of colour which does not belong to the human realm; the human being is displaced and banned outside the field 
of the artist’s vision and yet is strangely present through this primal matter – the mineral formation which is the precondition of life.  
The sculptures of Dragan Mladenovic return the viewer to traditional relief carving, but in a modernized expression, highlighting and 
energising the female figure. Warm tones enveloping the sensual shapes of naked human form are features of Sava Manojlovic’s 
visceral pictures, which paradoxically are painted like still-life. Mico Stupar’s manic, colourful representations hint at possible human 
shapes, musing on the multiplicity and frenzy of the visual world. The cinamon and golden hues of Dragisa Pavlovic’s wood carved 
icons give a new angle to the traditional Serbian iconography, grounded in Orthodox Christian and Byzantine spirituality. Vesna 
Zilenkov brings the viewer into the plant and bird world with her depiction of tree branches, red leaves and spindly, fibrous-looking 
twigs, as if the distinction between solid and non-solid objects is obliterated.  

The dynamic range of styles represented by the artists in “Trace in Space” is considerable. It covers abstract and concrete art, 
sculptures and reliefs. Each individual artist is in pursuit of a vision of the world through individual artistic means, reflected in the 
material chosen and the manner of representing objects in space – this time in the virtual space of the work of art. 

With such an aesthetic range, the Serbian artists displayed in this exhibition can truly be said to leave a mark – their trace – in the 
landscape of Australian art.
 

A Word from Professor Slobodanka Vladiv-Glover, 
Monash University
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The exhibition is on display in the Public Hall of the High Court of Australia - the 
highest Court in the Australian judicial system.

This building is an outstanding example of late modern Brutalist architecture, 
evidenced by the use of light-filled, bold geometric spaces, massed concrete, 
design supporting internal movement and strong links with neighbouring buildings.

The Court was designed by Edwards Madigan Torzillo and Briggs Pty Ltd, and 
opened in 1980. The High Court-National Gallery Precinct was entered on the 
National Heritage List in 2007.

ABOUT HIGH COURT

The building is open from 9:45am to 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
and on Sundays, midday to 4.00pm.

The cafe on level 1 of the building is open 
9.45am to 3.15pm Monday to Friday.

For further information please phone             
02 62706811 or visit www.hcourt.gov.au

OPENING HOURS

We are grateful to our sponsors for making this endeavour possible. 

We are also grateful to the management of High Court for the opportunity to organise this exhibition on their premises.
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